56               AFTER    THESE    MANY    QUESTS
Actually, largely owing to my incompetence with thi mechanical, it was a constant source of trouble to me, an equally sustained delight to the doctor's son, who never happy unless he had the whole thing in a hunc pieces in his garden shed.   I had many idiotic adventi with this dangerous machine, on which I used to set f( dressed like Scott bound for the Pole, complete with a fl} helmet.  Unhappily I was often ignominiously towed bj But I made one gratifying, if startling discovery.   In animal kingdom the male has peculiar methods of attrad the opposite sex.   There are the examples of the peace the mandrill and the garden rooster.    I found  that motor-cycle had an irresistible attraction for the sweet yo things of Stratford and Forest Gate. It was really a variai of cave-man stuff.   I used to invite them to ride on pillion, not even disguising the uncertainty of my cont We would then go shooting off, weaving through the trj and the tramlines in the most hair-raising fashion.   Evei ally,  especially if it began to rain,  the inevitable we happen.   I would have a diabolical skid which would th both of us violently in the road.   When I think of tl incidents today, I shudder with black shame.  One charn blonde had the skin scraped off tender places with the re; that she limped about for weeks.   Strange to say, she ; spoke to me.
My apprenticeship came to an end, and Mr. Whitwo: though I suspect that he did not think I was as passional devoted to duty as I should be, retained me as a full-bk reporter at the National Union of Journalists' minimun £4 5s. a week. This was wealth indeed, but merely a fi spur to ambition. I made unceasing efforts, both by perse calls and letters, to get a footing in Fleet Street, but al no purpose. Time dragged on till I noted with misgivi that I was approaching my twenty-second birthday and ; saw no end to the round of bazaars, inquests, council m< ings, police-courts and organ recitals.
Then my thoughts turned in another direction.   An school friend,  whom I  will  call  Frank,  had,  because superior diction, manners and intelligence, been certified